July 31, 2026

A couple of weeks ago I mentioned in this
column that we here at St. Andrew's had our
own waiting game at work as we awaited the
culmination of the search process for a new
rector.

As you now know, the waiting game is over! Whew! Alleluia! Done
deal! We are certainly now good to go!

Immediate dates to keep in mind:

Sunday, August 2: I finish up my term as 'bridge priest'.

Tuesday, August 4: The Rev. Rita Powell's first day in the office as our
rector.

Sunday, August 9: Our rector's first Sunday as celebrant and preacher.

I want to add my appreciation, expressed by many, for our wardens,
Palmer Marrin and Barb Rush, for their leadership and diligence in
handling the innumerable challenges of the past year. And of course,
there are others to mention — members of the vestry; the intrepid
members of the search committee, capably led by June Ellien and Pam
Lindgren Monterosso; our interim priest, Cynthia Hubbard; our staff,
Heather Anne Slayton, Rob Lehman and Sara Barrington; and in



addition to the above . . . . the members of St. Andrew's whose patience,
thoughtful input, prayers, patience, active participation, support and
good humor (and did I mention patience?) has all brought us to the very
happy time of welcome to our new rector, the Rev. Rita Teschner
Powell, and her family — husband Justin Beebe, and their two high
school-aged children, Jackson and Juliet.

Thanks be to God for all who have 'stepped up' in so many ways during
this interim time to help keep St. Andrew's healthy and the caring
community we are, have been and continue to be. Let us keep up the
good work, with hope in our hearts and faith abounding during this
exciting time of welcome for our rector and her family and new
beginnings for us all.

With gratitude,
Fr. Bob
The Rev. Canon Robert Edmunds

Some more about our new Rector:

The Reverend Rita Teschner Powell comes to St. Andrews with over 17 years of
ordained ministry. She served in the Diocese of South Dakota (where she was
ordained) as both Vicar of a small congregation in Vermillion, and youth and
young adult ministry leader for the diocese, caring for the church camp in the
Black Hills, and helping create a prayer event with the Taizé community in
France on the PIne Ridge Indian Reservation in 2013. This was followed by time
as an associate at Trinity Church in Copley Square, where she focused on
evangelism, music, and liturgy. Most recently, she has served as the Episcopal
Chaplain at Harvard, where she led a small community in creative expressions of
liturgy and theology, as well as developing and implementing a contemplative
walking tour engaging the Legacy of Slavery and Colonization at Harvard. She
recently earned her MFA in Poetry with Scott Cairns at Seattle-Pacific University,
and her first book of poetry is set to be published this fall. She is also a certified
yoga teacher, a distance athlete, and a good cook. She is married to Justin Beebe,
and has two children in high school, Jackson and Juliet.




The following is a personal message from Rita:

I am thrilled to join the church family of St. Andrew’s! I look forward to
meeting each of you, hearing your stories, and learning the church, the
community, and the Island with you. I am certain that we will be able to

grow together in faith and will discover unexpected treasures of the gospel
in our common life. Rita +

Click here to contact Havenside
through our website

Three seats on the Board of Directors are appointed from each of the Episcopal
parishes on Martha's Vineyard

Service on the Havenside Board of Directors

Havenside is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to provide
affordable housing to Island seniors. We have 29 apartments in four campus
buildings overlooking the beautiful Vineyard Haven Harbor. Hundreds of Island
residents and their families have benefited from the rental housing provided by
Havenside over many years.

Havenside was constructed in 1966 with the mission to provide affordable housing
for full-time senior residents on Martha's Vineyard. Margaret Love and her brother,
Robert, purchased the property of the former Havenside Inn, and then designed and
built the complex under the aegis of the Romarlo Foundation. In 1973, the Loves
donated the facility to the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts. In 1991, the Diocese
created a separate non-profit corporation for the administration of Havenside.
Although the complex remains affiliated with the Diocese, it is governed by a local
Board of Directors, in accordance with the Corporation By-Laws.



https://havenside.org/senior-apartments-marthas-vineyard/
https://havenside.org/senior-apartments-marthas-vineyard/

The Havenside Board of Directors has the responsibility to preserve, maintain and
improve the Havenside property in perpetuity, and to support the overall mission of
providing housing below market rates for the Island's senior population. The Board
sets eligibility criteria and other policies of the organization according to our
mission and the needs of Havenside and the larger community. Residence eligibility
for Havenside is determined by year-round residency on Martha's Vineyard for at
least two years and obtaining the age of 65 years or older. Rental rates are set at or
below the operational cost of maintaining the property to protect our mission of
affordability. The Board employs a full-time property manager to oversee the day-to-
day operations.

The Bylaws provide that up to nine members may serve on the Havenside
Board of Directors. One representative is appointed by the Bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, three seats are appointed from each of the
Episcopal parishes on Martha's Vineyard, and the five remaining seats may be
appointed from the larger Island community.

Havenside is interested in recruiting Board Members with a general knowledge of
and support for affordable housing on the Island. We also welcome any knowledge
of or experience with social work, senior living, building maintenance and carpentry,
tenancy and the law, disability and civil rights, fiduciary and accounting skills,
information technology, and non-profit administration.

The Board of Directors meets quarterly throughout the year for two-hour sessions
and conducts any special meetings as necessary.Committees of the Board currently
provide oversight for finance, personnel and tenant admissions/relations.

A commitment to affordable housing and serving the Island community, along with
the ability to attend quarterly Board meetings and participate in the affairs and
administration of Havenside as needed, are a prerequisite for Directorship
appointment. Our goal is to keep Havenside well maintained and affordable. The
Board President can answer any questions about process and oversight.

Thank you for your interest in Havenside. The need for afiordable rental housing
will continue to grow. Community involvement is necessary to provide affordable
housing for the Island senior community now and well into the future.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE:

Office hours for Fr. Bob this week are:

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-1.

Helping us meet our needs:
Dear St. Andrew's Parishioners,

We have recently encountered two important expenses that were not included in
our 2026 budget, and we are asking you to prayerfully consider helping us meet




these needs.
Sound System Upgrade

Our current sound system is no longer providing the clarity and reliability our
parish needs for worship. Unfortunately, replacing or upgrading the system is not
within our current budget. If you are able to help support this project financially,
we would be deeply grateful. We approximate $12,000.00 for this upgrade.

Rectory Freshen-Up

As you know, we are preparing to welcome our new Rector. To make the Rectory
ready, several necessary repairs, updates, and general clean-up projects have been
completed. These unexpected expenses were also not included in our 2026 budget.
If you would consider contributing toward the Rectory freshen-up, we would
sincerely appreciate your support.

If you would like to make a donation by check, you may place it in the offering
plate or mail it to the church. Please note either "Sound System" or "Rectory
Work" in the memo line so we can direct your gift appropriately. We approximate
$10,000.00 for the repairs and updates.

Thank you for your generosity, your prayers, and your continued support of the
ministry of St. Andrew's.

Palmer Marrin and Barbara Rush, Wardens

Support our mission

Giving to St. Andrew’s:

You may now make a secure contribution to the ministry and mission of our
parish by scanning the QR code above with your smartphone camera. The code
will take you directly to our online giving page, where you can make one-time or
recurring gifts safely and conveniently.

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=3ZNAWBG5ZM3NC

If you have questions, they may be directed to: office@standrewsmv.org.



https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=3ZNAWBG5ZM3NC

Your generosity supports the worship, outreach, pastoral care, and many
ministries of this congregation. We are grateful for every gift and for all who share
in the work of Christ through this parish.

Each must give as they decide in their heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. — 2 Corinthians 9:7

The Rev. Canon Robert Edmunds, Bridge Priest

Office Hours:

Mon, Wed, Fri 9am — 1pm

In the case of pastoral emergency, please call 774-549-9154

Heather Anne Slayton, Office Administrator
Office Hours:

Tuesday through Friday 8am — 1pm

Sunday 8am — Noon

office@standrewsmv.org
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