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January 9, 2026
Storytelling – Forgiveness recap.

This past Sunday for our storytelling adventure, we talked
about forgiveness. I had found several quotes that I
thought would provide some good groundwork for our
discussion, recognizing that this particular topic might be a
little uncomfortable for some. Showing and sharing our
vulnerability is never easy. However, I was not prepared
for the depth of the conversation and the level of
vulnerability that people shared. For those of you who
were not there, it was an amazing discussion. Not wanting
to let it go entirely, we decided to have a Lenten
forgiveness calendar. If you have any short quotes or
thoughts you might have for such a calendar, please send
them my way, and I will try to assemble a collection of
them for Lent.
For those of you who were there and wanted a copy of the
blessing from John O’Donoghue, here it is.



May everything that is unforgiven be released,
May your fears yield their deepest tranquility,
And may everything unlived in you blossom into a future
graced by love.
And just for a slightly lighter kind of blessing, I found this
while going through all my papers from the house in
Plymouth. It comes from the Gazette in 2015. I’ve updated
the date, but I think it is still appropriate for today, 11
years later.
 
“As you journey through this next year, may snapping
turtles always give you the right of way, and ospreys
invite you to their nests for tea. May pinkletinks, sing
songs of love to you this spring, and otters teach you to
mudslide with grace and style. May bunny rabbits let you
borrow their ears just for the fun of it, and sea turtles
show you how to live with a roof on your back. All year
long as you dream your 2026 dreams, may you be
caressed by snowy owl wings, so as you soar to new
heights and the most courageous of places, everyone will
watch you open-mouthed in awe.”

New year blessings,
Cynthia
 

 

Mark your calendars:

COMMUNITY SUPPER is at St. Andrew’s MONDAYS AT 5:30
PM! Sara Barrington is the point of contact and we are grateful to the
many volunteers who have already offered to help cook and serve on
Monday evenings. A sign-up sheet is available in the Parish Hall. We
are looking for at least 2 cooks per Monday, as well as a helper to
serve and clean up. We will also need someone to deliver the 15+ to-
go meals to Harbor Homes at the winter shelter, 111 New York Ave,
Oak Bluffs. Please sign up if you are available, or reach out to Sara at
parishlife@standrewsmv.org with your available dates and she will
put you in the schedule. Lastly, if you have any contacts or resources
of anyone willing to donate their time, food, or funds to this impactful
cause, please let us know and put them in touch with Sara or the
church. We are so excited to continue this important mission for our
beloved island community. 
Thank you for your kind hearts!
Sara B.
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Annual Reports
It’s that time of year again – time to write our Annual Reports
on a very busy 2025. Let us know what the past year brought to
your corner of our church community. Please get the reports in
as soon as possible, and if you would like a copy of last year’s
report, just let me know!  Email Heather Anne
office@standrewsmv.org Annual Meeting is on January 25th
at 10:45 am. 
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