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Don't forget to scroll down for current and upcoming events!

This second Sunday of Advent, we are inspired by
John the Baptist, and his call to prepare a way
through the wilderness. Perhaps it is the desert
wilderness of our lives right now, and how we can
make that dry desert more fruitful? On Sunday, we
focus on making room for God in our financial lives. Take a moment
and look at your checkbook or your online record of spending and
giving. Other than the necessary expenses of life, can you find God in
your giving or are you careless with your expenses? Jesus, as we know,
talked about money more than anything, but it is so easy to forget that
everything we have comes from God. We are merely the stewards of
these gifts. During this Advent week, I invite you to think about
inviting God into your financial lives, what you might do more of and
maybe what you might do less of, so that your giving and your
receiving may be more God filled.

Advent blessings, Cynthia

Our hard-copy Advent booklets are running out, but you can still receive the daily Advent
reflections by email by signing up at https:/ /www livingcompass.org/advent-signup
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Every now and then I realize that it's the odd, quirky and sometimes befuddling
things that draw me to the Christian faith.

* In the gospel of John, before he says, "He who is without sin cast the first stone,"
we're told Jesus bends over and writes something in the sand. But what? We're
never told. Why?

* In Mark, we read that a man fled so swiftly from the Garden of Gethsemane that
his tunic fell off, leaving him dashing off naked. Who was that man, and why on
earth was that curious vignette included?

* Also in Mark: how is it that the Son of God had to try to heal a blind man (using
spittle) twice? Why did his first attempt fail? And why would this potentially
embarrassing event be recorded for all to know?

The list goes on and on - talking donkeys, parted seas, screaming demoniacs, loaves
and fishes magically appearing. The Bible is full of baffling vignettes and anecdotes
that could — should — make the modern, post-enlightenment reader cringe. But I
don't think I'm alone in saying that I find them, conversely, compelling in their
strangeness.

Theologian Fleming Rutledge offers that "no human being individually or human
beings collectively would have projected their hopes, wishes, longings and needs
onto a crucified man." I suppose that's the ultimate befuddling matter of our faith.
Which is why I have faith.
Pete Taft

THIS SUNDAY!

Sunday, December 7th: A special Storytelling hour!
Deacon Dianne Wilson will join us (along with several
members of the 2014 St. Andrew’s mission team) after the
9:00 service to tell their story of their mission work and
our team’s visit with them in El Salvador. We will show a
mini documentary, which you are all invited to preview.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?
v=AcdrRETL4k4&fbclid=IwWERDUAN41I19leHRuA2FIbQIxMQBz
cnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2Njl4NTY4Mzc5AAEeaDFNzRAgJNg2fxxX
CPT95xuK50Bk76Lss6D2Eq8HfPoFK50ul422wV7zcJg_aem_6
DFrY9URjj07cctiUpwJKw

THIS SUNDAY!

Advent Candlelight Vespers

Sunday, December 7 at 4:00 pm and Sunday, December 21
at 4:00 pm

On these two Sunday afternoons, we will offer a quiet,
contemplative service of Advent Candlelight Vespers.
Drawn from ancient liturgical sources, these services have
been adapted for our use and provide an opportunity for
calm and peace, capturing the spiritual resonance of the
Advent season. The liturgy will last about 30 minutes and
will draw the community into the light and hope of the
season. Please join us!

Saturday, December 13: Christmas in Edgartown! St.
Andrew’s Open House is between 10:30am - 1:30pm. A
treasured tradition going strong at St. Andrew’s - right
after the parade - don’t miss this! There is a sign-up sheet
in the Parish Hall - we could use some help all the way
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Your Search Committee:

around, especially cleaning up if you are willing and able.
Vineyard Power has proved to be a great addition to this
event and will be available to sign people up for an energy
audit and help with questions on energy savings. Please
contact Christine White at edgartown7@aol.com or Sara
Barrington at saramac1128@gmail.com

Rector search update:

Please join the search committee after the service on
Sunday, December 14, for a brief (fifteen-minute) update
on our progress. We will present the first findings from
the survey we took this fall and answer what questions we
can afterward.

Christmas Eve!
Holy Communion, with joyous music
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 4 pm and 9pm

Calling all Cooking Angels! We are looking at ways we
can care for our parish family —especially those who could
use a little extra help with meals. If you feel called to help,
please consider preparing (or purchasing) a freezable dish
to share. Simple, comforting foods work best. If you like to
cook but you don't have time to portion it into
microwavable containers, we will do it for you!

Stewardship Committee Update: We hope you have
received your stewardship materials for 2026. If you have
not, please contact Betsy Young Buck -
cebuckvmd@me.com or 508-939-0558 - with your correct
address and we will be sure to send one out immediately.
Correction from your Stewardship Committee:

For those planning to pledge — and we hope that’s all of
you! — our fiscal year ends Dec. 31, not June 30 as
incorrectly given in our recent mailing
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