
ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Edgartown, Massachusetts

The Second Sunday of Advent
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II

December 7, 2025

Welcome! Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, we welcome you to St. 
Andrew’s and are grateful for your presence with us this morning. If you would like 
more information from us, please leave us with your contact information by filling out 
a card available in your pew. We hope to see you again soon!
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The Holy Eucharist: Rite II
The Word of God

It is our tradition to maintain a holy silence upon entering the church

Prelude         Choralpartita: Freu dich sehr, O meine Seele	 Johann Pachelbel
(1653–1706)

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath          Please stand

	 Celebrant	 Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.
	 People	 Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.

	 Celebrant	 Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved:
	 People	 O Lord God of hosts.

	 Celebrant	 Show us your mercy, O Lord:
	 People	 And grant us your salvation.

	 Celebrant	 As we light the first two candles of the Advent Wreath, we welcome the 
prophets who shine His light in the world, especially John the Baptist. 
May they help us to get ready to welcome Jesus once again.

	 People	 Amen.

		  The Advent Wreath is lighted

Opening Hymn  59          Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding

Acclamation
	 Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
	 Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Kyrie eleison

The Collect of the Day
	 Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Celebrant	 Let us pray.
	 All	 Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 

repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to 
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

		  Please be seated

The Old Testament Lesson		  Isaiah 11:1–10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness 
the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the 
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
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the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On 
that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

	 Reader	 The Word of the Lord.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19          Read responsively

1 	 Give the King your justice, O God, *
		  and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
2 	 That he may rule your people righteously *
		  and the poor with justice;
3 	 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
		  and the little hills bring righteousness.
4 	 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
		  he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5 	 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
		  from one generation to another.
6 	 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
		  like showers that water the earth.
7 	 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
		  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
18 	 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, *
		  who alone does wondrous deeds!
19 	 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! *
		  and may all the earth be filled with his glory.
			   Amen. Amen.

The Epistle		  Romans 15:4–13
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth 
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of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.
As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises 
to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah 
says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 
Gentiles shall hope.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

	 Reader	 The Word of the Lord.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn  67          Comfort, comfort ye, my people          Please stand

The Gospel		  Matthew 3:1–12
	 Gospeler	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
	 People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’”
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”

	 Gospeler	 The Gospel of the Lord.
	 People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Sermon		  The Rev. Cynthia Hubbard

		  A period of silence follows the Sermon

The Nicene Creed          Please stand	 Book of Common Prayer, p. 358

Intercessions and Thanksgiving          Please kneel

	 Intercessor	 People of God, let us come before the Lord with all joy and peace in 
believing.

		  Grant your Church, O God of encouragement, to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that we may glorify 
you with one voice. Make us a people of repentance, and bless us with 
your Holy Spirit and fire.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Blessed are you, Lord God.
	 People	 May the earth be filled with your glory.

	 Intercessor	 Grant this nation, O God of justice, the will to defend the needy and the 
poor. May we sincerely hope for that day when hurt and destruction 
are no more.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Blessed are you, Lord God.
	 People	 May the earth be filled with your glory.

	 Intercessor	 Grant your creation, O God of faithfulness, the hope of renewal. May 
we, who are stewards of this earth, also live at peace with all you have 
created.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Blessed are you, Lord God.
	 People	 May the earth be filled with your glory.

	 Intercessor	 Grant this island, O God of understanding, prosperity. May all the 
people know and do justice. We ask that you teach us and our leaders 
the best ways to meet the needs of all our neighbors.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Blessed are you, Lord God.
	 People	 May the earth be filled with your glory.
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	 Intercessor	 Grant all the needy, O God of steadfast love, your mercy. Show yourself 
to be a God of righteousness and faithfulness. To all their pain and 
suffering, bring your healing and peace, and clear from their lives all 
forces of oppression.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Blessed are you, Lord God.
	 People	 May the earth be filled with your glory.

	 Intercessor	 Grant to those who have died, O God of hope, eternal life in you. Bring 
the departed into your glorious dwelling where all their hope will be 
fulfilled in your Christ.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Blessed are you, Lord God.
	 People	 May the earth be filled with your glory.

		  The Celebrant adds this concluding Collect

	 Celebrant	 Almighty God, who dwells in the darkness and the light, in the silence 
and in the sound: Dwell also in the hearts of your people, that in hope, 
peace, joy, and love we may be instruments of your heavenly kingdom, 
and await with eager expectation the coming of Christ, the Morning 
Star; through the same, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Confession          Please remain kneeling	 Book of Common Prayer, p. 360

The Peace          Please stand	 Book of Common Prayer, p. 360
	 Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
		  Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord

Announcements and Prayer for the Transition
	 The Prayer for the Transition may be found on the inside back cover of this bulletin



8

The Holy Communion

Hymn at the Presentation

The Great Thanksgiving
	 Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
	 People	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 People	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.
	 Celebrant	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
		  Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, 

and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come 
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
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		  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and	
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit

	 Celebrant	 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to 
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

		  On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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		  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.”

		  Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

	 People	 We remember his death,
		  We proclaim his resurrection,
		  We await his coming in glory;

	 Celebrant	 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

		  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Blessed Andrew, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation.

		  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

	 People	 AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer	 Book of Common Prayer, p. 364

The Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
	 People	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem
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The Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing

Hymn  616          Hail to the Lord’s Anointed          Please stand

Dismissal
	 Celebrant	 Let us bless the Lord.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

Postlude         Chorale Prelude: Freu dich sehr, O meine Seele	 Sigfrid Karg-Elert
(1877–1933)

COFFEE HOUR follows our 9:00 am service every Sunday, so please join us! If 
you can, please bring something to share and please consider signing up to help 
us make the coffee when you can.

Today’s Ministers
	 Presider and Preacher	 The Rev. Cynthia Hubbard
	 Deacon	 The Rev. Dianne Wilson
	 Organist	 Robert Lehman 
	 Acolytes 	 William Barrington
	 Lector	 David Wilson
	 Prayers	 Pam Craven
	 Usher	 Bill Craven
	 Altar Guild	 Pam Craven
	 Flowers	 Meg Carman
	 Video Op	 Heather Anne Slayton
	 Coffee Hour	 Potluck
	 Counters	 Mardi Moran and Susan Ostrowski

Today we remember 
Patricia Ruppert Flanders and The Rev. David Marston Flanders

in whose loving memory the altar flowers are given.
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE!

Advent Candlelight Vespers
Today, December 7 at 4:00 pm and Sunday, December 21 at 4:00 pm
On these two Sunday afternoons, we will offer a quiet, contemplative service of 
Advent Candlelight Vespers. Drawn from ancient liturgical sources, these services 
have been adapted for our use and provide an opportunity for calm and peace, 
capturing the spiritual resonance of the Advent season. The liturgy will last about 30 
minutes and will draw the community into the light and hope of the season. Please 
join us!

Today, December 7: A special Storytelling hour! Deacon Dianne Wilson will join us 
(along with several members of the 2014 St. Andrew’s mission team) after the 9:00 
service to tell their story of their mission work and our team’s visit with them in El 
Salvador. We will show a mini documentary, which you are all invited to preview 
(sent with the weekly email newsletter).

Saturday, December 13: Christmas in Edgartown! St. Andrew’s Open House is 
between 10:30 am – 1:30 pm. A treasured tradition going strong at St. Andrew’s – 
right after the parade – don’t miss this! There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall – 
we could use some help all the way around, especially cleaning up, if you are willing 
and able. Vineyard Power has proved to be a great addition to this event and will be 
available to sign people up for an energy audit and help with questions on energy 
savings. Please contact Christine White at edgartown7@aol.com or Sara Barrington 
at saramac1128@gmail.com.

Rector search update
Please join the search committee after the service on Sunday, December 14, for a brief 
(fifteen-minute) update on our progress. We will present the first findings from the 
survey we took this fall and answer what questions we can afterward. 

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24, 4:00 pm and 9:00 pm 
Holy Communion, with joyous music

Calling all Cooking Angels! We are looking at ways we can care for our parish 
family—especially those who could use a little extra help with meals. If you feel called 
to help, please consider preparing (or purchasing) a freezable dish to share. Simple, 
comforting foods work best. If you like to cook but you don’t have time to portion it 
into microwavable containers, we will do it for you! 

mailto:edgartown7@aol.com
mailto:saramac1128@gmail.com
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Stewardship Committee Update: We hope you have received your 2026 stewardship 
materials. If you have not, please contact Betsy Young Buck – cebuckvmv@me.com 
or 508-939-0558 – with your correct address, and we will be sure to send one out 
immediately.

Correction from your Stewardship Committee:
For those planning to pledge — and we hope that’s all of you! — the fiscal year ends 
December 31, not June 30 as incorrectly indicated in our recent mailing.

Calling all Cooking Angels! We are looking at ways we can care for our parish 
family—especially those who could use a little extra help with meals. If you feel called 
to help, please consider preparing (or purchasing) a freezable dish to share. Simple, 
comforting foods work best. If you like to cook but you don’t have time to portion it 
into microwavable containers, we will do it for you! 

Hymns come from The Hymnal 1982, Lift Every Voice and Sing II, and Wonder Love and Praise.
St. Andrew’s Parish maintains a license from OneLicense for the reproduction of music that is under copyright.
Music from Church Publishing Inc. is reproduced from the RiteSong.org music library.
Worship materials come from the Book of Common Prayer unless otherwise noted. The Bible texts of the Old 
Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by 
permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Sourced from The 
Lectionary Page: lectionarypage.net
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Search Prayer for the Parish

Almighty God, Giver of every good gift,
Look with favor upon this selection committee.
Guide our minds as we work to choose a new rector for this parish.
Grant us wisdom, discernment, and a clear sense of your will,
As we seek a faithful pastor who will care for your people 
	 and equip our ministries.
We pray that the Holy Spirit will be present throughout this process,
Guiding the search committee, the vestry and all potential candidates.
May we be united in our desire to find the person you have chosen for us.
May our new rector be a beacon of love, hope and faith in our community.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Our Search Committee
	 Co-Chairs	 June Ellien and Pam Monterosso
	 Members at Large	 Janet Constantino
		  Bill Craven
		  Tom Dunlop
		  Susan Kelly
		  Pete Taft

Our Vestry
	 Wardens	 Palmer Marrin and Barbara Rush
	 Treasurer	 Michael Balay
	 Parish Clerk	 Alex Senchak
	 Members at Large	 Ann Barnett
		  Carrie Caldwell
		  Tom Dunlop
		  Carl Malmquist
		  Christine White

Altar Guild
	 Bonnie Akins 	 Ron Monterosso
	 Carrie Caldwell 	 Barb Rush
	 Pamela Craven	 Joy Washbrook
	 Pam Monterosso
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