
ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Edgartown, Massachusetts

The First Sunday of Advent
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II

November 30, 2025

Welcome! Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, we welcome you to St. 
Andrew’s and are grateful for your presence with us this morning. If you would like 
more information from us, please leave us with your contact information by filling out 
a card available in your pew. We hope to see you again soon!
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The Holy Eucharist: Rite II
The Word of God

Prelude         Prélude sur Rorate caeli	 Jeanne Demessieux  
(1921–1968)

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath          Please stand

	 Celebrant	 Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.
	 People	 Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.

	 Celebrant	 Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved:
	 People	 O Lord God of hosts.

	 Celebrant	 Show us your mercy, O Lord:
	 People	 And grant us your salvation.

	 Celebrant	 As we light the first candle of the Advent Wreath, we give thanks for 
the great light of the world, Jesus Christ, who is our light in the world 
so that we no longer walk in darkness. May our lives be a light to 
others.

	 People	 Amen.

		  The Advent Wreath is lighted

Opening Hymn          Signs of endings all around us
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Words: Dean W. Nelson (b. 1944)
Music: Ton-y-Botel, Thomas John Williams (1869-1944)

Acclamation
	 Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
	 Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie eleison
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The Collect of the Day
	 Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Celebrant	 Let us pray.
	 All	 Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and 

put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which 
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.

		  Please be seated

The Old Testament Lesson		  Isaiah 2:1–5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In 
days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations 
shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach 
us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth 
instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

	 Reader	 The Word of the Lord.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122          Read responsively

1 	 I was glad when they said to me, *
		  “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
2 	 Now our feet are standing *
		  within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 	 Jerusalem is built as a city *
		  that is at unity with itself;
4 	 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, *
		  the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the Lord.
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5 	 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
		  the thrones of the house of David.
6 	 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
		  “May they prosper who love you.
7 	 Peace be within your walls *
		  and quietness within your towers.
8 	 For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
		  I pray for your prosperity.
9 	 Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
		  I will seek to do you good.”

The Epistle		  Romans 13:11–14
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

	 Reader	 The Word of the Lord.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn  61          Sleepers wake          Please stand

The Gospel		  Matthew 24:36–44
	 Gospeler	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
	 People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then 
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women 
will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep 
awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
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house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 

	 Gospeler	 The Gospel of the Lord.
	 People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon		  The Rev. Cynthia Hubbard

		  A period of silence follows the Sermon

The Nicene Creed          Please stand	 Book of Common Prayer, p. 358

Intercessions and Thanksgiving          Please kneel

	 Intercessor	 People of God, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

		  Wake from sleep, O God, your Church. Let us lay aside the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us live honorably as 
salvation draws ever nearer.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Teach us your ways, O God,
	 People	 That we may walk in your paths.

	 Intercessor	 Wake from sleep, O God, this nation. May we beat our swords into 
plowshares, and our spears into pruning hooks. May we learn war no 
more.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Teach us your ways, O God,
	 People	 That we may walk in your paths.

	 Intercessor	 Wake from sleep, O God, your creation. May the mountains rise to meet 
you and the crops of the fields burst forth in praise.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Teach us your ways, O God,
	 People	 That we may walk in your paths.

	 Intercessor	 Wake from sleep, O God, this island. May there be peace and prosperity 
on our shores. Make clear our paths that we may walk in your light.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Teach us your ways, O God,
	 People	 That we may walk in your paths.
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	 Intercessor	 Wake from sleep, O God, those in pain and sadness. Deliver them from 
their darkness that they may rejoice in your light. May all those waiting 
for healing find your salvation is near.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Teach us your ways, O God,
	 People	 That we may walk in your paths.

	 Intercessor	 Wake all your people from sleep, O God. Prepare your saints for that 
day when the Son of Man will return, with the saints at rest, to reign 
with us for ever and ever.

		  Silence

	 Intercessor	 Teach us your ways, O God,
	 People	 That we may walk in your paths.

		  The Celebrant adds this concluding Collect

	 Celebrant	 Shine forth, O God of hosts, and encourage and strengthen your people, 
that, keeping awake and watchful, we may be found ready at the 
coming again of Jesus Christ; and that, rejoicing in his appearing, we 
may serve you faithfully by serving those in need; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen.

The Confession          Please remain kneeling	 Book of Common Prayer, p. 360

The Peace          Please stand	 Book of Common Prayer, p. 360
	 Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
		  Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord

Announcements and Prayer for the Transition
	 The Prayer for the Transition may be found on the inside back cover of this bulletin

The Holy Communion

Hymn at the Presentation
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The Great Thanksgiving
	 Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
	 People	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 People	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.
	 Celebrant	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
		  Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, 

and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come 
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

		  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and	
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit
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	 Celebrant	 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to 
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

		  On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

		  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.”
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		  Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

	 People	 We remember his death,
		  We proclaim his resurrection,
		  We await his coming in glory;

	 Celebrant	 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

		  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Saint Andrew, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 
of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

		  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

	 People	 AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer	 Book of Common Prayer, p. 364

The Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
	 People	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem
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The Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn  57          Lo! he comes, with clouds descending          Please stand
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Dismissal
	 Celebrant	 Let us bless the Lord.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

Postlude                 Prélude sur Conditor alme siderum	 Marcel Dupré  
(1886–1971)

COFFEE HOUR follows our 9:00 am service every Sunday, so please join us! If 
you can, please bring something to share and please consider signing up to help 
us make the coffee when you can.

Hymns come from The Hymnal 1982, Lift Every Voice and Sing II, and Wonder Love and Praise.
St. Andrew’s Parish maintains a license from OneLicense for the reproduction of music that is under copyright.
Music from Church Publishing Inc. is reproduced from the RiteSong.org music library.
Worship materials come from the Book of Common Prayer unless otherwise noted. The Bible texts of the Old 
Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by 
permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Sourced from The 
Lectionary Page: lectionarypage.net
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Today’s Ministers
	 Presider and Preacher	 The Rev. Cynthia Hubbard
	 Organist	 Robert Lehman 
	 Acolyte	 Chris White
	 Lay Leader	 Janet Constantino
	 Lector	 Bob Edmunds
	 Prayers	 Pam Craven
	 Usher	 Bill Craven
	 Altar Guild	 Pam Craven
	 Flowers	 Palmer Marrin
	 Video Op	 Heather Anne Slayton
	 Coffee Hour	 Rumena Senchak
	 Counters	 Palmer Marrin and Cheryl DeWitt

Today we remember Ada J. and Henry Sillcocks, and Margaret Street Wadhams
in whose loving memory the altar flowers are given.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE!

Advent
During the four Sundays of Advent, I would like to focus on making room for God in 
the various pieces of our lives. This first Sunday of Advent, Jesus admonishes us to 
wake up, to be prepared for the coming of the Lord, for we know neither the day nor 
the hour. I hope this isn’t to be taken literally– I don’t do very well when I’ve been 
awake all night! Hopefully, it means doing something each day to put on the armor 
of light, which makes us prepared for anything life may throw at us. This first week is 
about our calendars – time and space – and carving out some time, ideally every day, 
to be quiet with God. This is not an easy time of year to do this, but let’s try to find a 
time that works, and perhaps in a space that is conducive to being quiet before God, 
so that we are prepared to take on whatever craziness we encounter. Perhaps we can 
share some suggestions or strategies over coffee after church on Sunday. Stay tuned. 

Advent blessings, 
Cynthia.
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Advent Candlelight Vespers
Sunday, December 7 at 4:00 pm and Sunday, December 21 at 4:00 pm
On these two Sunday afternoons, we will offer a quiet, contemplative service of 
Advent Candlelight Vespers. Drawn from ancient liturgical sources, these services 
have been adapted for our use and provide an opportunity for calm and peace, 
capturing the spiritual resonance of the Advent season. The liturgy will last about 30 
minutes and will draw the community into the light and hope of the season. Please 
join us!

A sincere thank you to our St. Andrew’s parishioners, the MV community, and 
our family and friends near and far. Your generosity over these past few months—
supporting our Crop Walk for Hunger team, our Jamaica outreach, and the Ann 
Knight toy drive—has been truly inspiring. You’ve once again shown that our tiny 
but mighty church can make a big impact. Thank you for your incredible support!
And a special shout-out for Sara, our Parish Life Coordinator extraordinaire, for her 
energy, organization, and enthusiasm that fuel these endeavors!

Helping our neighbors: Most of us are aware that there is a greater-than-usual need 
in our community (near and far) for food and other supplies. If you are able and 
willing, please pick up an extra can of soup or roll of toilet paper, etc. when you shop 
and drop it off in the Parish Hall or the church. Stop & Shop gift cards are always 
welcome. Do you like to cook? The St. Andrew’s Cooking Angels are in full swing, 
taking prepared meals to parishioners who need them, temporarily or long-term. 
Questions? Email office@standrewsmv.org.

Sunday, December 7: A special Storytelling hour! Deacon Dianne Wilson will join 
us (along with several members of the 2014 St. Andrew’s mission team) after the 9:00 
service to tell their story of their mission work and our team’s visit with them in El 
Salvador. We will show a mini documentary, which you are all invited to preview 
(sent with the weekly email newsletter).

Saturday, December 13: Christmas in Edgartown! St. Andrew’s Open House is 
10:30 am – 1:30 pm. A treasured tradition going strong at St. Andrew’s – right after 
the parade – don’t miss this! There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall – we could 
use some help all the way around, especially cleaning up, if you are willing and 
able. Vineyard Power has proved to be a great addition to this event and will be 
available to sign people up for an energy audit and help with questions on energy 
savings. Please contact Christine White at edgartown7@aol.com or Sara Barrington at 
saramac1128@gmail.com.
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Search Prayer for the Parish

Almighty God, Giver of every good gift,
Look with favor upon this selection committee.
Guide our minds as we work to choose a new rector for this parish.
Grant us wisdom, discernment, and a clear sense of your will,
As we seek a faithful pastor who will care for your people 
	 and equip our ministries.
We pray that the Holy Spirit will be present throughout this process,
Guiding the search committee, the vestry and all potential candidates.
May we be united in our desire to find the person you have chosen for us.
May our new rector be a beacon of love, hope and faith in our community.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Christmas Eve!
Holy Communion, with joyous music 
Wednesday, December 24, 4 pm and 9 pm

Calling all Cooking Angels! We are looking at ways we can care for our parish 
family—especially those who could use a little extra help with meals. If you feel called 
to help, please consider preparing (or purchasing) a freezable dish to share. Simple, 
comforting foods work best. If you like to cook but you don’t have time to portion it 
into microwavable containers, we will do it for you! 

Stewardship Committee Update: We hope you have received your 2026 stewardship 
materials. If you have not, please contact Betsy Young Buck – cebuckvmv@me.com 
or 508-939-0558 – with your correct address, and we will be sure to send one out 
immediately. This morning, we welcome stewardship committee member, Tom 
Dunlop, to share some highlights from Saint Andrew’s rich history.

Correction from your Stewardship Committee:
For those planning to pledge — and we hope that’s all of you! — the fiscal year ends 
December 31, not June 30 as incorrectly indicated in our recent mailing.
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